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Lead thieves cost 
surgery £12,000 


A DOCTOR S 


is paying the 


price after 


vandals stole 


the metal 


from its roof. 


leaving them 


soaked after a 


Full story p7 


BULEEttCK* 


TRAVELLERS 
STAY PUT 


\ShocWng story of 
lightning strike man 


WE meet the trolley pusher 
who had a lucky escape after 
being hit by lightning 

Full story p4 


Meet the heroes of 
the High Street 

MORE Btllericay businesses 
are placed in the spotlight as 
part of our campaign to 

promote local traders 

See plO for full story 




Shell 

shock 


WHEN Tina Jones 
returned home for a 
quick spot ot lunch, 
she was shocked to 
see her deck chair 
wandering around the 
garden. 

But it soon dawned 
that there was a more 
simple explanation 
than paranormal 
activity. 

Her 20-year-old giant 
tortoise. George, had 
become stuck 
between the legs ot 
the sun lounger. 

Tina. 46. said: “All I 
saw through the 
window was the top of 
this chair moving up 
and down the garden. 
It took me a moment 
to realise what I was 

The 25-kilo tortoise 
was stuck fast and 
firefighters had to use 
a hacksaw to cut him 
free. Tina and George 
are pictured in their 
garden at Carsey 
Close. Ramsden 
Heath. 


evict, says judge 


David Arnold 

davtd.arnold©gazettenews co uic 

TRAVELLERS at the largest illegal site in the UK have been 
told they can stay , for now. _ . ..... 

In a landmark ruling on Friday, a High Court ruled that 
Basildon District Council had been wrong in law to vote to 
evict the travellers from the site last December. 

Mr Justice Collins, sitting at the High Court in London, said 
86 families at Dale Farm. Billericay. and IS at Hoveftelds. 
Wickford. could stay on illegal plots as the council had failed to 
account for the needs of individual travellers and the fact that 
they would be made homeless. 

Basildon had been too narrow in its perception of the need 
for travellers' sitdk, said the judge. 


"They cannot expect 
to stay for ever" 

"The approach has been that the sites should be cleared, 
rather than a consideration of whether there are individual 
families whose circumstances are such that, in their in 
dividual cases, eviction would be disproportionate." he said. 

But the judge said the travellers could not expect to stay on 
the site for ever, and admitted his decision was likely to cause 
controversy and would be criticised by Basildon council. 

Basildon council has spent about £700, (XX) trying to evict 
travellers since 2001 and. last December, decided to use Section 
178 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 to enter the 
land and enforce compliance with eviction orders. 

The council has won the right to appeal but is taking 
extensive legal advice before making a decision 
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SALOON OR ESTATE. 

6-SPEED AUTOMATIC 

\ WITH JAGUAR SEQUENTIAL SHIFT*. 

) I4SPS WITH UP TO J60NM OF TORQUE. 

/ NEW EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR DESIGN. 

' HIGH SPECIFICATION LEVEL AS STANDARD. 

OVER 600 MILES ON ONE TANK OF FUEL. 

* ss ^, 

JAGUAR 

GRANGE OF BRENTWOOD 

2 Brook Street. Brentwood. Essex CM14 SLU 

Tel (01277) 216161 

1 NEW X-TYPC 2.21 DIESEL AUTOMATIC j 

► ►WWW GRANGE CO UK 

1 OFFICIAL FULL ECONOMY FIGURES FOR THE JAGUAR X TYPE 2 2 LITRE DIESEL S AUTOMATA fROMHDSVSO OTR m-PIM m nrif 

1 CO. EMISSIONS IfH G/KM MODEL SHOWN IS AN X TYPE 2 2 LITRE DIESEL S AUTOmT^SALOONFtraM U1T STATUTO nrW« /“ DtuvWY 10 n « ***“*" 0MU * 




